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NITRO SPRING BREAK PROGRESSIVE SNOWBOARD CAMP'
15TH TO18TH OCTOBER 06 AT TUROA, OHAKUNE. :
COME RIDE-LEARN-PARTY WITH NZ'S BEST PROFESSIONAL
SNOWBOARDERS-GET THE LOW DOWN AT www.ftb.co.nz
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Ooh Canada... | think it goes something like that, eh?
You'll hear that a lot there... “eh”, that is. Canada’s
one of the most popular destinations for many Kiwi
and Aussie snowboarders during our summertime.
For years dedicated shredders have been packin’
their bags and heading for the great white and vast
Canadian mountains - it’s a good option for a number
of reasons. Firstly, the dollar isn’t as high as the States
or Europe, therefore it's more affordable on the
measly Kiwi dollar. Secondly, Canadians are a pretty
easy-going lot who don’t mind a bit of piss-taking and
partying. And most importantly, the riding and snow
are mean as! And they make “Trailer Park Boys”,
one of the best shows on television. British Columbia,
which sits on Canada’s west coast, is similar in a way
to New Zealand in that it's scenically a very beautiful
place, abundant with lakes, mountains and the great
outdoors.

Vancouver City in BC will usually be the first port of
call when you arrive, and it's a great place to start
your mission. Surrounding the Vancouver area are
a bunch of smaller but super fun resorts within 40
minutes drive from downtown; Grouse Mt., Cypress
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TJ gets all it up in the trees at Red Mountain. PHOTO: GREG ROEBUCK

and Seymour. These local hills were the proving
grounds for a bunch of Canada’s top pro's, like
Devun Walsh, Kevin Sansalone, the Seymour Kids
and the list goes on. Vancouver is also where the
Whiskey Crew hail from, which if you're a grom you
might not know, but these guys made some crazy
ass movies back in the day full of not only great
riding but even better antics with the notorious
character ‘Boozy The Clown’. And that shit was way
before Jackass! The Wild Cats went on to carry the
boozy flag, although not quite to the same extreme
as Whiskey... get your hands on these movies and
that'll give you a pretty good definition of Canadians
- well, most of the ones | know anyway. And then
there are the Canadian-ettes, duuuude! No, really,
the majority of Canadians are very cool and friendly
people, making it a wicked place to spend a winter
riding.

A couple of hours drive up the picturesque Sea To
Sky Highway lies one of North America's largest
and most famous resorts, Whistler/Blackcomb.
Over the last fifteen years it's transformed from a
sleepy skitown into cne of the biggest resorts in the
warld, and once you get over the hype, it has some
amazing terrain to explore over its two mountains,
and of course a couple of huge parks. Whistler and
Blackcomb are interconnected at the head of the
Village, making the transition in the mornings from
café to gondola very easy and likewise at the end of
the day where you can almost ride your snowhoard
into the Longhorn or one of many other bars, pubs
and restaurants... what a life!

I've definitely had some very fun times in Whistler
having spent six winters there back in the day,
and although it's a little over-commercialised and
sometimes crowded it's still a great place to hang,
full of many like-minded individuals. The memories
of smoky mornings sitting on Crystal chair,
listening to the windless silence, with snow falling
still linger in my head. Not to mention the ‘secret
lines’ to be had throughout many a day when the
punters were drinking special coffees and reading
the paper because it was ‘bad visibility'... gotta love
the tree runs!








