. A2P7BUING RTA'S

= 'GREEN IDIRTYSECRET

THE NEWEST CROP OF EARTH-FRIENDLY GEAR THE MESS IN THE OIL SANDS

explore

CANADA’S OUTDOOR MAGAZINE

s e

PERFECT PLACES
TO ESCAPE THE BIG
CITY AND START

=LJVING THE LIPE ,

=g O TEY  RUNNING THE
S| SU.95 TDUGH'MAN RIVEB

T e BIG-ASS CRITTERS
: "H I H ' ON THE ROAD

PEDALLING 100
HELLISH MILES




MARCH 2007 NO. 143

DAVID BEREZOWSKI: THIS PAGE TOP: RYAN CREARY: MIDOLE: COREY RICH: LOWER L-R: GARY DAVIDSUN, BRUGE KIRKBY, DARYL BENSON

COVER

L-BC ) |

departments

Editor's note
Letters

Explorata

Canada’s latest adventure-racing
stars; a new speed record for the
Seven Summits; where to browse
for Ms./Mr. Outdoor Right; great
balls of wood in the B.C. forest;
celebrating the history of DEET;
a storm chaser takes to the small
screen; Mother Nature lays the
boots to the West Coast Trail.

19

2l

74

Trips
From Ontario to the Arctic, five
new adventures for 2007.

The Latest Stuff
Cool gear for your outdoor fun,
plus stylin’ clothes for town.

Into Gear
Get greener with this new crop
of earth-friendly offerings.

Out and About

Cycling 100 miles in one day was
the perfect challenge...sort of.
BY ALISA SMITH

Far Out
PHOTO BY BRAD WROBLESKI

34

“&.] Rosslana, BC]

P.34

features

Small Towns, Big Escapes

Finally ready to make the break from the urban grind? Then check
out our picks of some of Canada’s primo adventure towns, where the
grass really is greener. BY IAN MERRINGER AND JACKIE DAVIS

Taking on the Tough-Man River

They were a group of engineers, celebrating a near-middle-aged
reunion by attempting one of the Yukon’s gnarliest whitewater
streams—with only three bag-in-a-box wines. No wonder the rocket
scientist was worried. BY BRUCE KIRKBY

Dirty Secrets
How the tar-sands boom is quickly but quietly ripping up the forest
and turning Northern Alberta into a global environmental hot spot.
BY ANDREW NIKIFORUK

Holy Supersized!

They’re larger than Pamela Anderson and a lot more real. An
intrepid photographer takes the measure of some of Canada’s giant
roadside critters. WORDS AND PHOTOS BY DARYL BENSON

P.52

MARCH 2007 explore 3






